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Guidelines for Archiving Data in the 
NARSTO Permanent Data Archive

May 2, 2006

Executive Summary
NARSTO archives air chemistry, meteorological, and related 
atmospheric data and metadata in a publicly accessible 
Permanent Data Archive (PDA).  This document outlines how 
data are selected for archiving; identifies ways that Projects 
can foster archiving; lists items to consider when preparing 
data for archiving; and describes the archiving process. 

Revised and Updated --

“Guidelines for Archiving Data in the NARSTO Permanent Data 
Archive”.

“NARSTO encourages Projects to utilize the NARSTO Data Exchange 
Standard (DES) format for ease of data evaluation, analyses, and 
sharing. In addition, we recognize that there are other widely accepted 
data exchange formats suitable for archiving.”

Implications?  

NARSTO will encourage archiving of data in formats other than 
the DES that are supported by good metadata and documentation.







Fun with Monitoring Sites in Google Earth
Compiled site locations for various atmospheric monitoring networks 

into Google Earth files with links to site information and data.

• ETOS
• IMPROVE
• NOAA Profiler Network
• CASTNET
• EPA AQS (TN)

• NADP/NTN: National Trends Network
• EPA Supersites
• Environment Canada PAC2001
• NAtChem/CORE Network
• MILAGRO Sites
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